
W hat is Art After Hours?

w ho can join A.A.H.?

W hen is A.A.h.?

W hy should I join A.A.h.?

W hat is expected of me?

How  do I get started?

A.A.H. is an after school program motivated 
completely by the STUDENT.  Each young artist 
designs a project of his/her choosing that is 
PERSONALLY MEANINGFUL.  Likewise, the 
materials, display, and process are up to the 
individual.  It is designed to give participants the 
most intense and rewarding creative 
experience possible. experience possible. 

A.A.H. is open to ANY WCMS student.  Students 
may join at any time during their middle school 
experience.  It is designed not just for those with 
strong technical skills, but rather for any student 
who possesses an interest and enthusiasm for 
art above classroom expectations, and who is 
willing to commit to their creative growth. 

A.A.H. is held daily (except for DAY 3) from 
2:30-3:45 in the Art Room at WCMS.  Students 
may come in to work on their project any day, 
and at any time.  This allows students to build a 
schedule that works for the individual. 
Generally, there are between 15-25 students 
working in A.A.H. daily.  

Each student gets as much from the A.A.H. 
experience as they put into it. Although 
participation varies, and directly influences 
the intensity of the project completed, most 
students spend a minimum of 1.5 day a week 
working after school all year.  Presence usually 
increases as students move up in grade, with 
somesome students spending nearly every day in 
the art room after school.  Although not 
required, students have the option to put in 
additional time at home.  All materials in the 
art room are available for use, although some 
students elect to bring their own. 

Students are not held to a specific 
attendance requirement in sixth grade, 
although most attend at least 1 day a week.  
In seventh grade, students are expected to 
achieve a minimum of 54 days over the 
course of the year to gain admittance into 
The stAAHndard, the 8th grade intensive art 
programprogram at WCMS.  While in 8th grade, 
students are held to a minimum monthly 
attendance after school.  

Don’t be scared...it sounds worse than it 
actually is! :)

Mr. McCabe will schedule informational 
meetings for each grade at the beginning of 
the year.  Students can begin by reviewing the 
“Generating Ideas” link on the A.A.H. page, 
answering some of the questions, and 
scheduling an individual meeting with Mr. 
McCabe after school ASAP!  Some students 
havehave a good sense of what they want to do, 
although the only required info for the meeting 
is answering some (or all!) of the questions.  The 
fundamental question that motivates each 
project : “WHAT DO I WANT TO SAY RIGHT NOW 
IN MY LIFE?”  

The benefit of artistic expression to one’s life is 
undeniable.  The A.A.H. experience allows 
each student to speak about their life, their 
past, their future, their mind, their emotions, 
their interests, their world, and so much 
more...WITHOUT FEAR.  The A.A.H. experience 
is challenging, but gives a truly unparalleled 
rewardreward to those who are willing to commit.  
The camaraderie of the A.A.H. family is 
something that students relish, with an impact 
that can be felt long after they depart WCMS.

Plus...we have trips, merch, and make some 
insane art!


